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Full Agenda & Sponsors for 2nd Annual 2026 Elevate Summit

Sponsorship Symposium: Lunch & Learn

Opening Keynote Speaker & Author Helio “Fred” Garcia: Seven Disciplines of Influencing Leaders

Session 1 on AI in IR: Practical Applications & Emerging Trends

Session 2 on Effective Investor Engagement: Investor Day & Beyond

Snacks & Drinks Break

Session 3 on Next-Gen Markets: Tokenization & 23/5 Trading

Closing Keynote Speaker & Author Avish Parashar: Motivational Speaker on Embracing Change

Networking, Light Food, Cocktails & Book Signing: Hook & Ladder Skybar



Helio “Fred” Garcia: Seven Disciplines of Influencing Leaders

Fred is President of the crisis management firm Logos Consulting Group and executive director of the Logos 

Institute for Crisis Management and Executive Leadership. For more than 45 years Helio Fred Garcia has helped 

leaders build trust, inspire loyalty, and lead effectively. He is a coach, counselor, teacher, writer, and speaker 

whose clients include some of the largest and best-known companies and organizations in the world. He is the 

author of seven books on leadership, crisis, trust, and communication, and has worked in dozens of countries 

on six continents.

He has been on the New York University faculty since 1988 and is an adjunct professor of management in NYU’s 

Stern School of Business, where he was named 2016 Executive MBA Great Professor. At NYU’s School of 

Professional Studies he teaches in the MS in Public Relations and Corporate Communication program, where he 

has twice received the Dean’s award for teaching excellence. 39 years ago, he taught the first Investor Relations 

course in a U.S. graduate business program.

Fred is also an adjunct professor at Columbia University’s School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, and for 27 

years has been a contract lecturer on crisis and leadership communication at Wharton/UPenn. For 35 years he 

has taught in schools and commands of the U.S. military, and in 2011 he was an International Distinguished 

Scholar at Tsinghua University in Beijing.

A highly sought motivational speaker, Fred has keynoted major conferences and events on five continents, speaking 

on leadership communication, crisis management, ethics, and maintaining trust in difficult situations.

He has received the Public Relations Society of America – New York awards for mentoring, for lifetime achievement, 

and the President’s Award for “the highest standards of ethical conduct and outstanding service within the public 

relations profession.”



Panelists for AI in IR: Practical Applications & Emerging Trends

Alex Whitelam
Vice President, Investor Relations, Dorman 

Products

Alex Whitelam is Vice President, Investor 

Relations at Dorman Products (DORM). Prior to 

Dorman, he held investor relations and other 

finance-related positions of increasing 

responsibility at SEI Investments Company, 

Chesapeake Utilities, AMETEK Inc., Essential 

Utilities, BNY Mellon, and Wells Fargo. Alex is 

an IRC (Investor Relations Charter) holder and 

a long-time member of NIRI: The Association 

for Investor Relations.

Chris Napolitano
Enterprise Account Executive, AlphaSense

At AlphaSense, Chris combines deep financial 

domain experience with advanced AI and NLP 

tools to serve Investor Relations Officers and 

finance executives. He designs and delivers 

solutions that surface the right intelligence 

quickly — for earnings prep, regulatory 

monitoring, analyst consensus, or market 

sentiment. By automating signal discovery, he 

helps IR professionals stay ahead of narrative 

shifts, guide external communications, and 

support storytelling grounded in data.

Guest Panelist
Buy-Side Equity Research Analyst, Leading Asset 

Management Firm

Our panelist is a prominent and widely 

respected buy-side equity research analyst on 

the value team at a global investment manager 

overseeing more than $1 trillion in assets, 

covering global equities across the industrials, 

communication services, and utility sectors. 



Panelists (1 of 2) for Effective Investor Engagement: Investor Day & Beyond

Brad Burke
Head of Investor Relations & Treasurer, SEI

Brad Burke is Head of Investor Relations and 

Treasurer at SEI, serving as the primary 

interface between the company, its 

shareholders, and Wall Street analysts, and 

overseeing treasury, capital management, 

and balance sheet strategy. He previously led 

IR and treasury at CBRE, and was an equity 

research analyst at Goldman Sachs & Co. 

covering 17 commercial real estate 

companies and at UBS covering industrials 

and energy. MBA, Carnegie Mellon; M.S., 

Notre Dame; B.S., Penn State. CFA 

Charterholder and CPA (inactive).

Tom Runzo
CEO & Co-Founder, Equisolve

Tom Runzo is CEO and Co-Founder of 

Equisolve, a digital agency specializing in 

investor relations and corporate websites for 

public companies. Since co-founding the firm 

18 years ago, he has focused on helping 

public companies improve how they 

communicate with investors through digital 

engagement, investor analytics, accessibility, 

and technology. He is a frequent contributor 

to discussions on IR website strategy, 

Regulation FD, digital accessibility, and 

investor engagement.

Michael Wherley
VP, Investor Relations, Stanley Black & Decker

Michael Wherley serves as Vice President of 

Investor Relations at Stanley Black & Decker, 

which is emerging from a major portfolio and 

strategic transformation. With > 15 years of 

capital markets experience spanning investor 

relations and sell-side equity research, having 

previously led IR for FMC Corporation 

through transformative growth, M&A, and a 

spinout, and for Carlyle-owned Nouryon as it 

prepared for an IPO. A two-time Olympian 

and three-time World Champion in rowing, 

he holds a bachelor’s from Minnesota and an 

M.S. in Financial Economics from Oxford.



Panelists (2 of 2) for Effective Investor Engagement: Investor Day & Beyond

PJ Juvekar
Founder, Eco Transition Advisors

PJ Juvekar is a Senior Advisor at Boston Consulting Group and 

Nouryon (a Carlyle portfolio company), and serves on the Board of 

Avalon Advanced Materials (TSX:AVL). He brings more than 30 years 

across capital markets, strategic advisory, and the chemicals, 

materials, and energy industries, including over 25 years at Citigroup 

as a top-ranked Wall Street analyst and Global Head of Research for 

Chemicals, Agriculture and Climate Tech. Today he advises boards 

and senior management on strategy, value creation, capital 

allocation, M&A, and investor communication. MBA, Carnegie 

Mellon Tepper.

Michael Ferreter
Director, StoryLign — Rivel

Michael Ferreter is a Director within Rivel’s StoryLign division, where 

he collaborates with companies worldwide to craft compelling 

investor communications. With more than 10 years of experience in 

investor relations and strategic communications, his background 

includes positions at W.W. Grainger Inc., Tribune Publishing, and 

Rose & Co., along with finance and operations roles at ABC News 

and Honeywell. His client portfolio spans USAA, Harley-Davidson, 

and DePaul University, with sector expertise in food and beverage, 

aerospace, and semiconductors. He began his career in print 

journalism at the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and Omaha World-

Herald. MBA, Notre Dame; B.A. in journalism, Drake University.



Panelists (1 of 2) for Next-Gen Markets: Tokenization & 23/5 Trading

Suzy Singh
Deputy Chief Operating Officer, Securitize

Suzy Singh serves as Deputy Chief Operating Officer of 

Securitize, where she supports the company’s operations 

leadership across execution and process. She brings more 

than 18 years of experience across financial services and 

technology, having previously held positions at Bank of 

America, S&P, and Synaptics.

Dennis Lee
Head of Digital Issuance, NYSE

Dennis Lee leads the development of issuer-sponsored 

tokenized securities at NYSE, working with corporates, asset 

managers, and ecosystem partners to build the infrastructure 

for onchain securities issuance. He was previously Managing 

Director, Global Head of Index Governance at S&P Dow Jones 

Indices, and held senior roles in equities sales & trading, risk 

management, governance, and strategy at MUFG Americas, 

Bank of America, BNP Paribas, Citi, and Boston Consulting 

Group. MBA, MIT Sloan; AB in Economics, Harvard College.



Panelists (2 of 2) for Next-Gen Markets: Tokenization & 23/5 Trading

Melissa K. McCarthy
Vice President, Product Management — Transfer Agency, Broadridge

Melissa McCarthy leads product strategy and innovation for 

transfer agency solutions at Broadridge, serving the evolving 

needs of the financial services industry. With more than 20 years 

in financial services, product management, compliance, and 

operational leadership, she is recognized for bridging strategic 

business objectives with regulatory requirements. Previously SVP 

and Director of Asset Reunification at Equiniti, she launched and 

scaled EQ Unify, exceeding growth expectations. Earlier she held 

leadership roles at Wells Fargo and KEANE.

Daniel Christman
Sr. Director, Stock Transfer Operations, Broadridge Corporate Issuer 

Solutions

Daniel Christman supports the development of tokenized equity 

solutions for corporate issuers. He brings deep experience in 

transfer agent operations and shareholder service, and his work 

focuses on bridging traditional transfer agent infrastructure with 

emerging blockchain-native models, including issuer-native 

frameworks that preserve core shareholder rights such as voting, 

dividends, and ownership records. Earlier in his career he held a 

supervisory role in NYSE Floor Operations, developing expertise in 

high-volume trade processing and institutional trade allocations.



Avish Parashar: Motivational Speaker on Embracing Change

Avish is a keynote speaker, author, and expert on helping leaders and teams navigate change, unlock 

creativity, and move from apathy to excitement using the Yes, And mindset. (His parents were once again 

very proud.) Blending humor, audience interaction, improv experiences, and highly practical tools, Avish 

helps organizations stop merely “getting through” change and start using it as a catalyst for brilliance, 

innovation, and engagement.

Avish Parashar grew up in “exotic” Poughkeepsie, New York, and now makes his home in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. Though he performed theater throughout high school, he made the very responsible decision 

to stop when he went to college so he could “focus on his studies.” (His parents were very proud.) That 

decision lasted approximately three months (His parents were less proud.)

The first time Avish saw an improv comedy show, he was hooked. One week later, he auditioned for the 

campus improv group, got in, and the rest is history. After graduation, he founded Polywumpus Improv 

Comedy, which performed throughout the Philadelphia area for seven years.

Eventually, Avish realized something powerful: the same principles that make great improv work also help 

people thrive in the real world — especially when everything changes.

His message is simple but powerful: the biggest obstacle to change is often not resistance — it’s apathy. And the 

way forward is learning how to say Yes, And to uncertainty, possibility, and what comes next.

Audiences leave Avish’s programs energized, laughing, & equipped with practical strategies they can use immediately 

to lead through uncertainty, communicate more effectively, and create momentum when teams feel stuck.
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